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IC CATHOLIC PREP 
217 COTTAGE HILL AVENUE, ELMHURST, IL 60126 

(630) 530-3460 

 

 
 

The Mission 

 

IC Catholic Prep is a dynamic college preparatory, Catholic, learning community that: 

 

¶ Develops the whole person ï Spirit, Mind, & Body; 

¶ Inspires critical thinking and independent thought; 

¶ Celebrates the Catholic tradition of community and service on behalf of others; and 

¶ Prepares young women and men to lead confidently and selflessly throughout life. 

 

 

 

The Philosophy 

 

Through our Catholic, college preparatory curriculum, we encourage students to achieve their maximum potential 

and exemplify the Catholic values taught at IC Catholic Prep.  Faculty, staff, administration, students and parents 

strive to work together to form a loving, Christ-centered community of believers.  Students will encounter 

diversity of mind and culture, excel academically, and experience personal growth through their academic and 

extracurricular experiences.  Students will be challenged to become independent thinkers who make a positive 

impact on the world through a selfless confidence and service to others.   
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COURSE REGISTRATION CALENDAR 
 

Class of 2024 (Incoming Freshmen) 

 

Thursday, February 20 Class of 2024 Registration Evening 6-8:30pm in the cafeteria by assigned appointment 

 

Classes of 2021-2023 (Returning students) 

 

Thursday, February 13 Assistant Principal of Curriculum and School Counselor will meet with current  

Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors to discuss course registration. Specific information  

regarding the registration process will be distributed at these meetings. 

Thursday, February 20  Optional Registration Evening 6-8:00 pm in Costello Hall for parents and returning students 

Friday, February 21 Registration with school counselors begins for current Freshmen, Sophomores and Juniors  

 

A $250.00 non-refundable registration fee is required.  For incoming freshmen, the registration fee is paid during the 

freshmen registration session. For returning students, registration fees will be added to the familyôs Smart Tuition Account 

in April .  

 

COURSE SELECTION AND SCHEDULING PROCESS 
 

This guide lists the courses offered at IC Catholic Prep for the 2020-2021 academic year.  The course descriptions are listed 

by department and include the credits earned, prerequisites, and other pertinent information. In selecting courses, students 

and parents should ensure that graduation requirements of IC Catholic Prep are being fulfilled along with the entrance 

requirements of prospective colleges/universities. 

 

Students will receive an appointment to register with a School Counselor.  Prior to this appointment, students and parents 

should review the course recommendations received during their class meeting.  Once courses have been selected with the 

School Counselor, parents will receive a copy of the course selection form for approval.  Parental approval forms must be 

returned to the school counseling office by the provided deadline. Any questions or concerns may be directed to the School 

Counselor or Assistant Principal of Curriculum.   This guide is furnished as an additional means of instruction for the 

important process of course selection and registration. 

 

At IC Catholic Prep, student schedules are built to meet the needs of all students. Due to the complexity of scheduling 

courses, students and parents are advised that conflicts may prohibit students from enrolling in a specific course. Conflicts 

may include but are not limited to, limited sections of a course, limitations on facilities, teacher availability, registration 

priorities, and the need to ensure that graduation requirements are met. Therefore, students must choose alternate elective 

courses when registering and indicate their alternate choices in the appropriate section of the course selection form. If there 

is a scheduling conflict and alternate elective choices must be used, the School Counselor or the Assistant Principal of 

Curriculum will meet with the student to advise the student of available options. 

 

IC Catholic Prep does not consider extracurricular activities, athletics, or employment when building the master 

schedule. Therefore, we cannot guarantee that individual schedules can be designed to accommodate a specific class 

or period, the need for late arrival or  early dismissal. 
 

TEXTBOOKS 
 

All students are required to have all textbooks and required materials within the first week of the course.  Instructions for 

ordering textbooks online will be sent in a late spring mailing.  It is imperative that these directives are followed accurately 

and that the ordering is done as early as possible.  Some courses have an additional fee indicated within the course 

description for supplies or rights to online course materials. 
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SCHEDULE CHANGES 
 

Students will receive their final schedules at the mandatory student orientation day at the beginning of the school year. 

Because students have a number of opportunities to review their course selections during the registration process and prior 

to the start of a new academic year, schedule changes will only be granted for academic reasons.   

 

Changes in schedules may be requested prior to the first day of the beginning of each semester and are subject to a fee once 

schedules have been finalized. A $35.00 fee will be applied for all schedule changes.  For AP courses, a $100.00 fee will 

be applied.   Each change in schedule will be examined individually and must be made within the first ten school days of 

each semester. After the first ten days of the semester, changes to a student schedule will only be permitted with approval 

of the Assistant Principal of Curriculum under extenuating circumstances.  If the change in schedule is initiated by an 

instructor or school official, no add/drop fee will be applied to the change.  Parents will be notified before a schedule change 

is made. However, if the student and/or parents initiate the change within the first ten days of the semester a fee will be 

applied.   

 

ADD/DROP PROCEDURE 

 
Students are required to complete an add/drop form when requesting a schedule change.  See Appendix B. When dropping 

a class, the student must first discuss his/her concerns with the instructor.  Once the instructor has signed the add/drop form 

and discussed his/her academic concerns, the student must discuss the schedule change with the School Counselor. The 

School Counselor will sign the add/drop form once the student has been made aware of any concerns regarding graduation 

requirements and college entrance requirements.   

 

The add/drop form must then be signed by a parent/guardian and submitted to the Assistant Principal of Curriculum for 

final approval or denial with the appropriate fee.  There are many factors involved in making a schedule change, including 

but not limited to, alternate course availability, graduation requirements, impact of college admissions, a studentôs overall 

workload, etc. 

 

Parents are encouraged to contact the instructor, School Counselor and/or Assistant Principal of Curriculum with any 

questions and concerns regarding a schedule change 

 

 

WITHDRAWAL FROM COURSES 

 
If a student wishes to withdraw from a NON-REQUIRED course, he/she must first have a discussion with the instructor 

and complete an add/drop form.  A student may withdraw from the course during the first ten days of the semester without 

penalty.  The course may appear on the transcript with a grade of "W" (withdrawal).   

 

Withdrawal from FULL-CREDIT courses at the semester is strongly discouraged and generally is not permitted unless there 

are extenuating circumstances.  Petitions for exceptions to the policy must be made to the Assistant Principal of Curriculum. 

 

If a course withdrawal is requested any time after the first ten school days of the semester, the course name followed by 

"W" (withdrawal) or "WF" (withdrawal, failure) may appear on the student's transcript. 

 

If a student withdraws or is withdrawn from a class with a ñWFò that ñFò will be counted during each of the remaining 

weeks of the semester for ñathletic eligibility .ò Therefore, during an athletic eligibility  check, if a student receives a grade 

of 69% or below in another course throughout that same quarter or semester, the student will be considered ineligible for 

that week.  In addition, senior and Dyer Family Resource Center privileges may be rescinded. Exceptions to any of these or 

other rules found in the curriculum guide will be made solely at the discretion of the Principal and/or the Assistant Principal  

of Curriculum. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

English      4 credits 

 

Theology     4 credits 

 

Mathematics     3 credits 

 

Social Studies     3 credits (World History, United States History,     

      United States Government, one semester elective) 

 

Science      3 credits (Biology and two additional laboratory  sciences) 

 

Physical Education    1 & 1/2 credits  

 

Health      1/2 credit 

 

 

Consumer Economics Course    1/2 credit  

Consumer Economics and Economics (H) fulfills requirement. 

 

Computer Applications     1/2 credit  

 

World Language1    2 credits (Class of 2023 and beyond) 

 

World Language or Fine Arts1   2 credits (Class of 2021-2022) 

 

Electives2     2 credits (Class of 2021) 

      3 credits (Class of 2022) 

      4 credits (Class of 2023 and beyond) 

 

Total      24 credits (Class of 2021) 

      25 credits (Class of 2022) 

      26 credits (Class of 2023 and beyond) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 For the class of 2023 and beyond, the world language and fine arts requirement has been separated. Students must take 2 

credits of the same world language.  Fine arts courses may be taken in order to fulfill general elective requirements.  

 
2 For the Class of 2022, an additional elective credit has been added to the graduation requirements.  Students in the class 

of 2022 must take 3 elective credits and graduate with 25 total credit hours. For the class of 2023 and beyond, 4 elective 

credits are required in order to graduate with 26 total credit hours. 

 

 

NON-CREDIT REQUIREMENTS  
 

Freshmen, Sophomore, and Junior retreats are required.  Seniors are required to attend either a one-day mandatory retreat 

or a four-day Kairos Retreat. 
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STANDARD COURSE SEQUENCE (Class of 2023 and beyond) 

 
The course sequence listed below serves as a guideline for the class of 2023 and beyond.   

 

Freshman Year  English I     1 credit 

   Theology I     1 credit 

   Mathematics     1 credit 

   Biology 1     1 credit 

   Physical Education    1/2 credit 

   Computer Apps & Web Design   1/2 credit 

   World Language2    1 credit 

   Elective     1 credit 

 

Administrative   1 Physical Science     1 credit  

approval required     (In place of Biology) 

   2 Strategies for Academic Success/Reading Skills 1 credit  

      (In place of World Language) 

 

 

Sophomore Year English II     1 credit 

   Theology II     1 credit 

   Mathematics     1 credit 

Chemistry or Lab Science   1 credit 

   World History     1 credit 

   Health      1/2 credit 

   Physical Education    1/2 credit 

   World Language    1 credit 

 

 

Junior Year  English III/AP English Lang and Comp  1 credit 

   Theology III (Morality and CST)  1 credit   

   Mathematics     1 credit 

   Physics or Lab Science     1 credit 

   United States History    1 credit 

   Elective(s)     1-2 credits    

Physical Education    1/2 credit (Junior or Senior Year) 

 

 

Senior Year  English IV/AP English Lit and Comp  1 credit 

   Theology IV (Vocations and Theology Elective) 1 credit 

   United States Government   1/2 credit 

   *Consumer Economics Course   1/2 credit  

   Social Studies Elective    1/2 credit 

   Elective(s)      2-3 credits 

Physical Education    1/2 credit (Junior or Senior Year) 

 

 

*It is recommended that this course be taken senior year, however, if a student's schedule permits, it may be taken junior 

year. 
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STANDARD COURSE SEQUENCE (Class of 2021-2022) 

 
The course sequence listed below serves as a guideline for the Class of 2021-2022.  

 

Freshman Year  English I     1 credit 

   Theology I     1 credit 

   Mathematics     1 credit 

   World History or Biology (H)   1 credit 

   Physical Education    1/2 credit 

   Computer Apps & Web Design   1/2 credit 

   World Language or Fine Arts   1 credit 

   Elective     1 credit 

 

Administrative   Strategies for Academic Success/Reading Skills 1 credit  

approval required     (In place of elective) 

   Physical Science    1 credit  

      (In place of World Language/Fine Arts) 

 

 

Sophomore Year English II     1 credit 

   Theology II     1 credit 

   Mathematics     1 credit 

   Biology or World History   1 credit 

   Health      1/2 credit 

   Physical Education    1/2 credit 

   World Language or Fine Arts   1 credit 

   Elective     1 credit 

 

 

Junior Year  English III/AP English Lang and Comp  1 credit 

   Theology III     1 credit   

   Mathematics     1 credit 

   United States History    1 credit 

   Chemistry or Lab Science    1 credit 

   Elective(s)     1-2 credits 
    

Physical Education    1/2 credit (Junior or Senior Year) 

 

 

Senior Year  English IV/AP English Lit and Comp  1 credit 

   Physics or Lab Science    1 credit 

   Theology IV     1 credit 

   United States Government   1/2 credit 

   *Consumer Economics Course   1/2 credit  

   Social Studies Elective    1/2 credit 

   Elective(s)      1-2 credits 
 

Physical Education    1/2 credit (Junior or Senior Year) 

 

*It is recommended that this course be taken senior year, however, if a student's schedule permits, it may be taken junior 

year. 
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STUDENT COURSE LOAD 
 

A minimum of six academic courses per semester are required, however, students are strongly encouraged to take seven 

courses due to the eight period day.  Students who wish to carry eight courses in a semester/full-year must have a minimum 

GPA of 3.0, complete an overload permission form, and have approval from the Assistant Principal of Curriculum. Special 

courses such as resource center aide do not satisfy minimum course requirements and must be taken in addition to the 

requirements listed above.  Students in the Class of 2022 and beyond, will have to take more than six academic courses in 

order to meet the credit graduation requirements listed in the footnotes on previous page. 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

As a college preparatory high school, IC Catholic Prep encourages all students to seek out the best college and/or university 

for their post-secondary education and formation. College acceptance requirements may vary significantly from school to 

school.  Students are strongly encouraged to contact the admissions office of any college in which they are interested to 

determine specific admission requirements. 

 

Students applying to any Illinois state-supported college or university will be required to have completed the following 

sequence of high school courses: 

 

 ENGLISH  4 CREDITS  LABORATORY SCIENCES 3 CREDITS 

 SOCIAL STUDIES 3 CREDITS  WORLD LANGUAGE**  

 MATHEMATICS 3 CREDITS  OR FINE ARTS OR MUSIC 2 CREDITS 

 

**University of Illinois requires 2 credits of the same world language. 

 

These entrance requirements are in effect at the following public universities:  Chicago State University, Eastern Illinois 

University, Northeastern Illinois University, Southern Illinois University (Carbondale and Edwardsville), University of 

Illinois (all campuses), Western Illinois University, and Northern Illinois University. 

 

Students who plan to attend a junior college such as College of DuPage and Triton College and subsequently transfer to a 

four year college and/or university at a later date must meet these high school prerequisites as well.  Students must consider 

these requirements as they meet with the School Counselor to discuss their high school course sequence. Please feel free to 

contact the School Counseling Office for further information. 

 

 

STUDENT-ATHLETES 
 

At IC Catholic Prep, students are encouraged to get involved in a variety of clubs and athletic programs.  Students must 

learn how to balance their academic and extracurricular activities while placing their primary focus on their academic 

success. Student-athletes intending to participate in athletics at the collegiate level must be aware of the core course and 

minimum GPA requirements for Division I and Division II programs.  Detailed information is available on the NCAA 

Eligibility Center website. 

 

 

EARLY GRADUATION POLICY 
 

IC Catholic Prep firmly holds that the educational, social, and spiritual growth of the student is best served through a four-

year, college preparatory experience. Due to the four-year theological and college preparatory curriculum offered, early 

graduation is not possible.  
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GRADING SCALE 
 

Students receive percentage grades. Quality points will be assigned as below:  

 97-100  4.25  85-88  3.00  73-76  1.25 

 93-96   4.00  81-84  2.25  70-72  1.00 

 89-92  3.25  77-80  2.00  69 or below 0.00 

 

All AP and Honors Course grades are weighted one point higher.   

 

An "I" grade indicates an incomplete.  This situation must be rectified within 10 school days after the end of the 

quarter/semester or the grade becomes a 69 or lower.   

 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 

All courses taken through the IC Catholic Prep curriculum are calculated into a studentôs cumulative Grade Point Average 

(GPA). Transfer credits from other schools, accredited online courses, and/or summer school programs are not included in 

determining a studentôs GPA.  Grade Point Averages are computed using the weighted value of the grade. 

 

ACADEMIC CREDIT 
 

All semester courses earn 1/2 credit. Full-year courses earn 1 credit. 

 

All mathematics and world language courses are continuation courses. Chemistry, Physics and Human Anatomy courses 

are also considered continuation courses.   In these courses, the material of the second semester is directly dependent upon 

the knowledge gained in the first semester.  If a student fails the first semester of a continuation course and then passes the 

second semester with a grade of 77 or better, the student will receive one (1) full credit for the course, and will not be 

required to make up the first semester during summer school. 

 

HONOR ROLL 
 

First Honors and Second Honors are determined by the Grade Point Averages at the end of each quarter and at the end of 

each semester.  

× First Honorsô Grade Point Average --- 4.0 and above 

(Cannot include grades below 77) 

× Second Honorsô Grade Point Average --- 3.5 and above 

 

ACADEMIC LETTER AND AWARD QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Each student who attains a 3.00 Grade Point Average without a semester grade below 77 in any subject for both semesters 

within an academic year will receive an ICCP embroidered academic school letter.   Students meeting the above criteria for 

a second, third or fourth time will be given academic pins to add to the letter. 

 

ICCP does not report Class Rank nor designate a valedictorian/salutatorian for the graduating class.  At the time of 

graduation, the highest achieving students are designated Monsignor Plunkett Scholars by an administrative selection 

committee. In order to qualify for graduation awards, seniors must be enrolled at ICCP for at least three years.  Seniors 

enrolled for less than three years are eligible for the senior Honor Roll and Academic Letter award since these awards are 

based on semester Grade Point Averages. 
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HONORS PROGRAM 
 

Students may enroll in Honors/AP level courses based upon their entrance exam scores, previous course work and 

Department Chairperson/teacher recommendation.  Honors/AP level courses are taught at an accelerated pace and carry an 

additional point to the studentôs weighted Grade Point Average.  Students enrolled in an Honors/AP course must maintain 

a high level of academic achievement to continue in that department's Honors/AP program.  All prerequisites must be met 

to enroll in an Honors/AP course. No waivers will be allowed for AP courses. 
 

English I (H)         AP World History: Modern   Spanish I (H) 

English II (H)         AP United States History        Spanish II (H)  

AP English Language and Composition     AP United States Government       Spanish III (H) 

AP English Literature and Composition      Economics (H)                  AP Spanish Language 

Italian III (H) 

Italian IV (H) 

Algebra I (H)     Biology (H)    Latin III (H)    

Geometry (H)     Chemistry (H)    Latin IV (H) 

Algebra II/Trig (H)    Physics (H) 

Pre-Calculus (H)    AP Chemistry 

AP Calculus      AP Biology  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program created by the College Board which offers college-level curricula and examinations 

to high school students. American colleges and universities may grant placement and course credit to students who obtain 

high scores on the examinations. The AP curriculum for each of the various subjects is created for the College Board by a 

panel of experts and college-level educators in that field of study. 
 

At IC Catholic Prep, students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP examination given at the end of the 

academic school year. AP examination fees must be paid prior to taking the exam. AP courses are designed to prepare 

students to successfully complete the corresponding College Board AP Examination so that the students may earn college 

credit.  Therefore, AP classes require higher levels of reading, writing, and critical thought.  Students must be able to perform 

at an accelerated pace to accommodate the advanced content of the course.  In addition, students are responsible for meeting 

the deadlines of all summer assignments given by the AP instructor. 
 

Students may not take an AP exam if the AP course is offered at IC Catholic Prep without enrollment in that course.  
 

Students may take an AP exam for a course not offered as part of IC curriculum with approval from the Assistant Principal 

of Curriculum. Students will be expected to prepare for the exam independently.   
 

A student enrolling in an AP course must meet all prerequisites for the AP course and complete the AP Enrollment 

Agreement Form (Appendix A), with the appropriate signatures, prior to registration . 
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ACADEMIC WARNING, PROBATION, DISMISSAL 
 

The IC Catholic Prep administration and faculty review the academic progress of all students through weekly grade reports 

in order to proactively assist students who may be struggling academically. Students and parents/guardians have access to 

current grades through Plus Portals.  The progress report issued at the midpoint of each quarter serves as an academic 

warning for any student earning a 76 or lower in any course and includes a narrative report.  Additionally, a late progress 

report may be issued two weeks prior to the end of the quarter for any student whose grade has dropped since the midpoint 

of the quarter and may be in danger of failure for the quarter. 
 

If a studentôs academic performance raises concern, that student may be asked by the School Counselor or the Assistant 

Principal of Curriculum to develop a plan of remediation to improve his/her academic performance. Students may be 

required to attend an afterschool study program as part of their remediation plan.  Parents may be notified by the Assistant 

Principal of Curriculum to discuss any further action required to assist the student regarding his/her academic standing.  

Parents are encouraged to contact the instructor, School Counselor or the Assistant Principal of Curriculum, if they have 

concerns regarding the academic progress of their student(s). 
 

Academic Probation 
Academic probation constitutes an official acknowledgment that a student's academic performance reflects a 

flagrant disregard for the educational aims of IC Catholic Prep.  Students may be placed on either a semester or 

yearlong academic probation contract if they haveé 

¶ Three failures during any one semester or two failures for two consecutive semesters,  

¶ Failed to make up recovery credits from the previous academic year 

¶ A cumulative GPA of lower than 2.0 

¶ Failed to respond responsibly to previous academic warnings 
 

Students who have been placed on either a semester or yearlong academic probation contract will be required to 

attend, with a parent/guardian, a conference with a School Counselor and Assistant Principal of Curriculum.  A 

student on probation may also be required to attend an afterschool study program for the length of the probation as 

part of their remediation plan. It is expected that a student on academic probation will exhibit academic 

improvement within one semester.   
 

Academic Dismissal 
Students who fail to demonstrate sufficient academic improvement during their yearlong academic probation or two 

consecutive semester academic probations may be recommended for academic dismissal.  Students who fail MORE 

than two required credits (four semester courses) in one academic year may not be allowed to return to ICCP. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL POLICY 
 

Any student who fails a required course with a grade of 69 or lower must attend summer school through an NCAA approved 

online program or a local school district/Catholic school in order to pass the course.  Failure to do so may result in the 

student being unable to return to IC Catholic Prep for the next academic year.  A maximum of two (2) credits may be made 

up during a summer session.  All courses taken in summer school and/or outside of IC Catholic Prep must be approved 

in advance by the Assistant Principal of Curriculum.  A summer school enrollment form must be submitted to the 

Assistant Principal of Curriculum and the course must be approved prior to enrollment.  Without this approval, summer 

school courses will not be accepted for credit.  In general, summer school courses are only approved for the remediation of 

failing grades. 
 

All courses required for graduation must be taken during the academic school year unless the student petitions to take a 

course independently for academic purposes, such as a course overload.  Exceptions to this policy may be considered at the 

discretion of the Assistant Principal of Curriculum. 
 

Transcripts of approved summer school course work will be placed in the student's permanent record.  The student will 

receive the credit given for the course, but the grade will not become part of the cumulative Grade Point Average.  Only 

courses taken at IC Catholic Prep are counted into the studentôs cumulative Grade Point Average. 
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BUSINESS COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT : 1/2 credit in Consumer Economics or Economics Honors 

 
 

ACCOUNTING  I  

Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course emphasizes the mastery of accounting concepts and the application of these concepts within a service business 

organized as a sole proprietorship. Students develop skills for classifying accounts, analyzing transactions, journalizing 

transactions, posting to a general ledger, recording adjusting and closing entries, and preparing financial statements to aid 

in business decisions. This course provides students with real-world experience in accounting practices.   

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by a cumulative GPA of 2.2 or higher. 
 

ACCOUNTING I I  
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course is a continuation and extension of Accounting I.  Students analyze the accounting cycle for a merchandising 

business organized as a corporation. Subsidiary ledgers, payroll and taxes are introduced.   Students gain an understanding 

of efficient business management, departmental accounting positions, and computer accounting.  This course provides 

students with a strong foundation for college accounting and is strongly recommended for those planning to major in 

business. 

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of Accounting I. 
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CONSUMER ECONOMICS  
Grades:  11, 12     One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course emphasizes concepts of personal finance and teaches the practical skills necessary to function as a responsible 

consumer, citizen and participant in the business world. This course prepares students to solve real-life financial problems 

and make intelligent consumer decisions. Areas of study include, but are not limited to, financial decision making, 

advertising, economic systems, consumer protection, career information, budgeting, taxes, banking, saving, investing, 

credit, housing, automobiles, and insurance. This course fulfills the ½ credit Consumer Economics graduation 

requirement. 
Prerequisite: None 

 

ECONOMICS HONORS  
Grade:  12     One Semester     1/2 credit 

This accelerated course explores the efforts of humanity to make use of resources for the production and consumption of 

want-satisfying goods and services.  This course includes the business perspective of economic activity.  Students study 

human behavior in the producing, exchanging and consuming of material goods and services on both the micro- and macro-

economic levels.    This is an excellent preparatory course for future college-level studies in business, management and 

economics.  This course fulfills both the ½ credit Consumer Economics and the ½ credit social studies elective 

graduation requirements. 

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by a high level of Social Studies competence and Department 

Chairperson/teacher recommendation.  

 

INTEGRATED MARKETING  
Grades:  10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course is designed to provide students with the tools necessary to become proficient in marketing in a rapidly changing 

global economy. Students explore the competitive field of marketing, promotional strategies and influencing buyer behavior 

in order to gain an in-depth understanding of marketing fundamentals using real-world case studies. Students will build 

skills to effectively conduct market research, define target markets and create advertisements. This course provides students 

with experience in the creation of digital marketing, print and promotional advertisements and broadcast commercials in a 

technologically advanced world.  

Prerequisite: None 

 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
Grades:  11, 12     One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course provides students with the opportunity to form companies, create and develop their own product or service, and 

go to market within the school community.  Student teams work through the process of ideation, market research and 

business plan development.  As these companies compete against one another, students learn about marketing, finance, 

management, production, economics, technology, human resources, ethics, and international business. Simulating a real 

world experience, this hands on course allows students to imagine, design and create a product or service that meets the 

demands of a modern day market. 

Prerequisite: None 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT : 1/2 credit in Introduction to Computer Applications and Web Design 

  

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  AND WEB DESIGN 
Grade:  9     One Semester     1/2 credit 

This class consists of two components, application training and HTML web design in order to prepare our students for the 

technology skills needed for high school, college and the workforce.  Students begin the semester learning how to effectively 

use Microsoft Office and Google Suite.  Students covers the responsible use of social media, internet safety rules and 

guidelines, the online portal, and effective email etiquette.  The course also focuses on providing students with an 

introduction to the design, creation, and maintenance of web pages and websites using HTML code. Students create web 

pages which can be posted to a server for publication and gain experience in creating a variety of web pages for personal, 

educational, and professional use. 
Prerequisite: None 
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ENGLISH COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT : 4 credits 
 

Freshmen:      English I   Juniors:  English III or AP English Language/Composition 

Sophomores:  English II   Seniors:  English IV or AP English Literature/Composition   

 
ENGLISH I  
Grade:  9     Full Year     1 credit 

This course emphasizes the mastery of the fundamentals of grammar, vocabulary, writing, and speech. Students learn the 

fundamentals of the writing process and practice structuring and organizing essays.  Students learn how to compose a 

properly structured thesis statement and opening paragraph, how to support a thesis statement with appropriate evidence, 

and draw strong conclusions based upon stated evidence.  Students are introduced to literary genres and terms through a 

variety of literary works. Through the literature encountered in the course, students use critical thought to become more 

independent thinkers by making appropriate connections between literary themes and personal experience.  A sampling of 

outside readings includes To Kill a Mockingbird, Of Mice and Men, Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, Romeo 

and Juliet, excerpts from The Odyssey, ñThe Lottery,ò ñGift of the Magi,ò ñCask of Amontillado,ò and ñThe Necklace.ò 

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by the high school placement test and 7th/8th grade teacher 

recommendations. 
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ENGLISH I HONORS 
Grade:  9     Full Year     1 credit 

This accelerated course emphasizes the mastery of the fundamentals of grammar, vocabulary, writing, and speech. Students 

learn the fundamentals of the writing process through extensive writing and analysis of the literature. Students are introduced 

to literary genres and terms through a variety of literary works. While reading the assigned literary works, students use 

critical thought to become more independent thinkers by making appropriate connections between literary themes and 

personal experience.  Students commonly lead class discussion and are involved in the introduction of the material 

previously read. A sampling of outside readings includes Brave New World, Lord of the Flies, The Pearl, Animal Farm, and 

Romeo and Juliet, excerpts from The Odyssey, Oedipus Rex, ñThe Lottery,ò ñGift of the Magi,ò ñCask of Amontillado,ò 

and ñThe Necklace.ò   

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by the high school placement test and 7th/8th grade teacher 

recommendations. 

 

ENGLISH II  
Grade:  10     Full Year     1 credit 

This course continues to refine the fundamentals of the writing process and a deeper development of the skills introduced 

in English I.  Students continue to use the writing process to produce more sophisticated essays and further develop research 

skills while writing a short research paper. Students continue to explore literary genres, terms, and more complex themes 

and characters found within World Literature. While reading the assigned literary works, students use critical thought to 

become more independent thinkers by making appropriate connections between literary themes and personal experience.  A 

sampling of outside readings includes The Call of the Wild, The Human Comedy, The Pact, Macbeth, Antigone, ñThe Pit 

and the Pendulum,ò ñThe Masque of the Red Death,ò ñBy the Waters of Babylon,ò and ñOld Man by the Bridgeò with 

excerpts from other short stories, plays, and poems.   

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of English I. 

 

ENGLISH II HONORS 
Grade:  10     Full Year     1 credit 

This accelerated course continues to refine the fundamentals of the writing process and a deeper development of the skills 

introduced in English I.  Students continue to grow as writers and independent thinkers, capable of critical thought, to 

produce more sophisticated essays and further develop their research skills. Students explore a variety of literary genres and 

concentrated literary analysis through a selection of more complex themes and characters found within World Literature. 

Students actively participate in class discussion using the Socratic Method to critically compare and contrast the assigned 

literary works with previously covered material and personal experience.   A sampling of outside readings includes The 

Outliers, 1984, The Human Comedy, Macbeth, The Glass Menagerie, and Antigone with excerpts from a variety of stories 

and poems. 

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by an 85 or higher in English I Honors, a 93 or higher in English I or 

the recommendation of a studentôs current English teacher/Department Chairperson. 

 

ENGLISH III  
Grade:  11     Full Year     1 credit 

This course continues to refine the fundamentals of the writing process and a deeper development of the skills introduced 

in English II with a focus on American Literature.  Students explore the historical backgrounds, the literary movements, 

and the important writings of the American literary experience.  Many of the most prominent American authors' works are 

studied through short stories, poems, and novels.  Students write an effective persuasive research paper using reliable 

resources, supportive proof, and proper the MLA documentation. ACT/SAT test preparation is implemented throughout this 

course. A sampling of outside readings includes The Scarlet Letter, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Great Gatsby, 

Catcher in the Rye with excerpts from a variety of stories and poems. 

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of English II. 
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AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  
Grade 11     Full Year     1 credit 

This advanced placement course is equivalent to an introductory college English course and requires college level reading. 

With a focus on American literature, it is an intensive study of varied, complex texts, including fiction, non-fiction, and 

poetry.  Students closely read the texts and examine the purpose and strategies of the author, the subject matter, and the 

audience.  Students write extensively in a variety of modes for a range of audiences, honing their skills in the art of synthesis, 

research, argumentative writing, and rhetorical analysis. Throughout the course, students frequently prepare for the AP 

exam using the AP format.  A sampling of readings include Death of a Salesman, The Great Gatsby, The Crucible, The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, I Have A Dream, and ñCivil Disobedience.ò  Students are required to take the Advanced 

Placement Test for Language and Composition in May. An additional AP Exam Fee is required. 
Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by an 85 or higher in English II Honors, a 93 or higher in English II 

or the recommendation of a studentôs current English teacher/Department Chairperson. 

 

ENGLISH IV  
Grade:  12     Full Year     1 credit 

This course continues to refine the writing and analytical skills learned in previous English courses with a focus on British 

Literature.  Students explore literary movements, historical backgrounds, authors' lives and literary styles, and recurring 

themes.  Students compare and contrast literary works of similar theme, style, genre, and form.  Research techniques, literary 

analysis and literary criticism are integrated into the writing process, and research papers are required. Creative and 

rhetorical writing is utilized through a daily journaling exercise.  Precise form and grammar are mandatory in all written 

works. A sampling of outside readings includes The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Hamlet, and Oliver Twist 

with excerpts from Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, and The Legends of King Arthur.   

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of English III. 

 

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  
Grade:  12     Full Year     1 credit 

This advanced placement course is equivalent to an introductory college English course and requires college level reading. 

The student is expected to read, understand, analyze, write, and respond critically and rhetorically.  Precise form and 

grammar are mandatory in all written works.  The first semester concentrates on rhetorical writing, novels, biographies, 

poetry, and drama.  The second semester concentrates on English and Continental writings from the Old English period to 

the present, as well as preparation for taking the AP exam using workbooks and literature tests that are similar in form and 

grading to the AP Test format.  During both semesters students demonstrate the ability to compare and contrast literary 

works of similar theme, style, genre, and form. A sampling of outside readings includes Atonement, Candide, A Clockwork 

Orange, Hamlet, Great Expectations, The Invisible Man, Madame Bovary, and The Natural.  Students are required to 

take the Advanced Placement Test for Literature and Composition in May. An additional AP Exam Fee is required. 
Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by an 85 or higher in AP Language and Composition, a 93 or higher 

in English III or the recommendation of a studentôs current English teacher/Department Chairperson. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING   
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course enhances studentsô writing skills and develops creativity, determination, and participation in the 

writing process. Students will explore a variety of genres such as creative fiction, nonfiction, short story, poetry, 

and drama. Throughout the course, different selections will be read and analyzed to expose students to different 

styles and techniques. These techniques will then be applied to their own writing, and students will create a 

variety of written products. Students will complete in-class writing responses, self-analysis, peer-editing, and 

readings of their own works, as well as outside reading and writing assignments. 

Prerequisite: None  

 

 

 



 
 

 

19 

 

 

JOURNALISM  
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course is an introduction for students interested in studying various aspects of journalism and newspaper production.  

Students train in the fundamentals of journalism, from its history to the importance of ethics and objectivity. The role of 

social media in modern day journalism is frequently discussed.  Practical application is made evident through the 

construction of the school newspaper, The Knight Times. When writing articles for the school newspaper, students will learn 

the criteria expected of page design, hard news stories, features, editorials, and sports writing while utilizing good editing 

techniques.  Interviews and deadlines are understood and stressed.  Because students are writing articles for publication in 

The Knight Times, attendance at school events and time to conduct interviews outside of the school day may be required. 

Students who complete the journalism course are encouraged to remain active with the writing of the school newspaper. 

Prerequisite: Active participation in the Newspaper Club is required.  

 

 

STRATEGIES FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS & READING SKILLS  
Grades:  9     Full Year      1 credit 

This course emphasizes the integration of both reading and writing skills to help facilitate a studentôs academic success. 

Students will learn and practice reading strategies that allow them to interpret and analyze text in a variety of formats (print 

and digital). Regular assessment provides evidence of student growth and allows for differentiation of instruction in order 

to best meet the needs of the individual student. The course further helps students develop organization and study skills that 

are applicable to all their classes such as utilizing the assignment notebook and classroom calendar. In addition, test-taking 

and note-taking strategies are emphasized so that students can apply these techniques to all of their courses.  Student progress 

is evaluated with on-going communication with content area teachers and weekly grade checks.   

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by the high school placement test and 7th/8th grade teacher 

recommendations.  Administrative Approval is required.  
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FINE ARTS COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT :  For the classes of 2021-2022, all students must select either two years of fine arts: 

visual, performing (music) or graphic design or two years of the same world language. For the class of 2023 and beyond, 

the world language and fine arts requirement has been separated. Fine arts courses may be taken in order to fulfill general 

elective requirements. Fine Art courses will be offered only when enrollment is sufficient. 

 

COURSE FEES: Fine Arts will have a required fee for supplies and/or course materials. 

 

 

VISUAL ARTS

 
ART SURVEY 2D 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This course is designed as a survey of various 2D media and techniques using pencil, colored pencil, pen & ink, pastels, 

and painting.  Students create art while gaining an understanding of artistic elements and principles such as line, color, 

rhythm, balance, proportion, emphasis, and unity. This is an introductory course designed for the beginner art student or 

anyone interested in improving their drawing skills.  There is a required course fee for class supplies and materials.  

Prerequisite: None 
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ART SURVEY 3D 
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit  

This course is designed as a survey of various 3D media and techniques using clay, stone, wire, plaster, mixed media, and 

found object.  Students engage in a creative process while gaining an understanding of the elements and principles of art 

such as shape, texture, balance, and proportion.  This is an introductory course designed for the beginner art student or 

anyone interested in improving creative building skills. There is a required course fee for class supplies and materials.  

Prerequisite: None 

 

CERAMICS I  
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester     1/2 credit 

This introductory course focuses on the study and production of functional, hand built, and decorated clay forms. The three 

basic hand-building methods of pinch, slab, and coil are taught.  Students explore a variety of techniques including complex 

hollowing of sculpted pieces, glazing, and painting. Ceramics classes must be taken in sequential order. There is a required 

course fee for class supplies and materials.  
Prerequisite: None 

 

CERAMICS  II  
Grades:  9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester      1/2 credit 

This intermediate course emphasizes three-dimensional form development and material exploration using the techniques 

taught in Ceramics I.  This class urges students to master a variety of techniques as well as make aesthetic decisions about 

their pieces.  Students explore a variety of techniques including complex hollowing of sculpted pieces, glazing, and painting. 

There is a required course fee for class supplies and materials.  
Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of Ceramics I with a grade of 77 or higher 

or teacher recommendation. 

 

CERAMICS  III  
Grades:  10, 11, 12    One Semester      1/2 credit 

This advanced course introduces students to a Potterôs wheel and advanced hand-building techniques. Functional and 

nonfunctional forms will be stressed.  Projects include, but are not limited to, cups, bowls, lidded jars, teapots, and vases 

along with hand-built sculpture.    There is a required course fee for class supplies and materials. 

Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of Ceramics II with a grade of 93 or higher 

and teacher recommendation. 

*Ceramics III course will be offered only when minimum of 6 students enroll. 

 

SKETCHING  
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12    One Semester      1/2 credit 

This course explores the basic skills and techniques needed for drawing.  Students learn various methods for sketching lines 

and shapes, analyzing proportion, shading, recognizing angles, use of light and shadow, texture, and form.  Sketching 

assignments will be given on a variety of levels, depending on student capability. Topics include but not limited to, shapes 

and forms, people, plants, animals and landscapes.  There is a required course fee for class supplies and materials.  

Prerequisite: None 

 

ART I:  PRINCIPLES OF DRAWING AND BEGINNING PAINTING  
Grades:  10, 11, 12    Full Year     1 credit 

This intermediate course is designed for students interested in improving drawing and painting skills. Students focus on 

creating art from observation via individual object, grouped objects, and/or reference materials.  Throughout the year, 

students learn new styles and techniques in both drawing and painting.  The first semester focuses on drawing skills using 

pencil, colored pencil, pen & ink.  The second semester focuses on beginning painting skills such as acrylics and watercolors.   

There is a required course fee for class supplies and materials. 
Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of Sketching and/or Art Survey(s) with a 

grade of 93 or higher and teacher recommendation. 



 
 

 

22 

 

 

ART II:  ADVANCED DRAWING AND PAINTING  
Grades:  11, 12     Full Year     1 credit 

This advanced course is for the serious artist, and allows for further development of the skills learned in Art I.  This year 

long course focuses on individual styles and interests in a variety of media such as pencil, colored pencil, acrylic paints, 

watercolors, and mixed media. The teacher provides guidance and oversight rather than direct instruction.  Students taking 

this course should be prepared for independent, self-guided learning. There is a required course fee for class supplies 

and materials.  
Prerequisite: Enrollment in this course is determined by successful completion of Art I with a grade of 93 or higher and 

teacher recommendation. 

 

 

 

        
 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


